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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission and amended by the Rules Committee: 
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ORDINANCE 2011-87-E
AN ORDINANCE MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS; APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (“AGREEMENT”) AMONG THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE (“CITY”), THE JACKSONVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (“JEDC”) AND THE JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. A FLORIDA NON-PROFIT CORPORATION (“DEVELOPER”), IN CONNECTION WITH THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE OLD ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL BUILDING AND THE OLD CASKET FACTORY, BOTH AT 318 PALMETTO STREET (COLLECTIVELY THE “BUILDINGS”); SAID AGREEMENT AUTHORIZING AN HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND (“HPTF”) GRANT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $250,000; APPROPRIATING FUNDS NOT TO EXCEED $250,000 FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND TO THE DEVELOPER TO ASSIST THE DEVELOPER WITH THE $575,000 PURCHASE OF THE BUILDINGS, AS DESCRIBED IN THE PROJECT SUMMARY, AS INITIATED BY B.T. 11-049; AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF TECHNICAL CHANGES TO THE REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT; DESIGNATING JEDC AS MONITOR; WAIVER OF THAT PORTION OF THE PUBLIC INVESTMENT POLICY ADOPTED BY RESOLUTION 2006-119-A WHICH WOULD REQUIRE THAT THE PROJECT HAVE PRIOR APPROVAL FROM THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION OF THE PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT, THAT THE PROJECT SCORE A MINIMUM OF 10 POINTS ON THE DOWNTOWN OBJECTIVE OF THE JEDC PROJECT EVALUATION MATRIX (THE “PEM”), THAT THE AMOUNT OF CITY ASSISTANCE BE NO MORE THAN THE LESSER OF $1,000,000 OR 20% OF THE PROPOSED PRIVATE CAPITAL, THAT GRANTS ARE TO BE LIMITED TO 50% OF CITY ASSISTANCE, THAT GRANT FUNDS CAN ONLY BE USED FOR EXTERIOR REHABILITATION AND RESTORATION AND THAT THE AMOUNT OF GRANT ASSISTANCE IS DETERMINED BY THE PROJECT’S SCORE ON THE PEM;  PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, by Ordinance 2002-395-E, the City of Jacksonville (“City”) established the Historic Preservation Trust Fund for purposes of funding programs to restore and preserve historic buildings in Downtown Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, The Jacksonville Historical Society, Inc. (“Developer”) is purchasing and preserving two historic buildings on Palmetto Street at an estimated cost of $575,000; and


WHEREAS, the Developer is seeking Downtown Historic Preservation and Revitalization Trust Fund Grants in the not to exceed amount of $250,000 for use in the purchase of the buildings; and
WHEREAS, historic preservation, revitalization, and the reuse of Jacksonville’s historic buildings and structures are important to the City’s overall social and economic welfare; and

WHEREAS, the JEDC has considered the Developer’s request and has determined that a Downtown Historic Preservation and Revitalization Trust Fund Grant in accordance with the attached Project Summary will enable the Developer to restore the historic structures as described in the attached Project Summary and Redevelopment Agreement; and
WHEREAS, on January 13, 2011, the JEDC approved a resolution (the “Resolution”) to enter into the Redevelopment Agreement, said Resolution being attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and labeled “Resolution; January 13, 2011”; and

WHEREAS, prior approval of the Historic Preservation Commission was not required for the described project because the project does not involve external renovations; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined to be in the interest of the City to enter into the Redevelopment Agreement and approve of and adopt the matters set forth in this ordinance; now, therefore,


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1. Findings. It is hereby ascertained, determined, found and declared as follows:


(a) 
The recitals set forth herein are true and correct.


(b)
The renovation and restoration of the Buildings is consistent with the goals of the Downtown Historic Preservation and Revitalization Task Force Initiatives, which state, among other things, that preserving and restoring the historic architectural fabric of downtown Jacksonville by bringing underutilized or abandoned historic buildings back into use are important to the City’s welfare.

(c)
The renovation and restoration of the Buildings is consistent with the goals of the City in that the project will, among other things, increase capital investment in downtown Jacksonville and help meet the overall community goal of business development and growth in downtown Jacksonville.

(d)
The authorizations provided by this ordinance are for public uses and purposes for which the City may use its powers as a county/municipality and as a political subdivision of the State of Florida and may expend public funds, and the necessity in the public interest for the provisions herein enacted is hereby declared as a matter of legislative determination.


(e)
This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 125, 163 and 166, Florida Statutes, as amended, the City’s Charter, and other applicable provisions of law.


Section 2. Appropriation.
For the 2010-2011 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):

(See B.T. 11-049 attached hereto as Exhibit 2 and incorporated herein by this reference)

(a) Appropriated from:

B.T. 11-049



$250,000

(b)
Appropriated to:



B.T. 11-049



$250,000


Section 3. Purpose.
The purpose of the appropriation in Section 2 is to assist the Developer with the $575,000 purchase the Buildings, as more particularly described in the Project Summary, attached hereto as Exhibit 3, and labeled “Proj. Summary; January 13, 2011,” as initiated by B.T. 11-049;

Section 4. Redevelopment Agreement Approved. 
The Council hereby approves the Redevelopment Agreement between the City, the JEDC and the Developer in substantially the form as has been placed on file with the Legislative Services Division, and labeled as “on file, Redev. Agt.; January 7, 2011.” The Mayor, or his designee, and the Corporation Secretary, on behalf of the City, and the Chairman of the JEDC, or his designee, on behalf of JEDC, are hereby authorized to (1) execute and deliver, for and on behalf of the City and JEDC, respectively, the Redevelopment Agreement (with such “technical changes” as herein authorized) and all such other documents, necessary or appropriate to effectuate the purpose of this ordinance and (2) take, or cause to be taken, for and on behalf of the City or JEDC, respectively, such further action to effectuate the purpose of this ordinance. The Redevelopment Agreement may include such additions, deletions and changes as may be reasonable, necessary and incidental for carrying out the purposes thereof, as may be acceptable to the Mayor, or his designee, and the Executive Director of the JEDC, with such inclusion and acceptance being evidenced by execution of the Redevelopment Agreement by the Mayor, or his designee, and the Executive Director of the JEDC. No modification to the Redevelopment Agreement may increase the financial obligations or liability of the City to an amount in excess of the amount authorized by this ordinance, and any such modification shall be technical only and shall be subject to appropriate legal review and approval by the Office of General Counsel. For purposes of this ordinance, the term “technical changes” is defined as those changes having no financial impact, including, but not limited to, changes in legal descriptions or surveys, ingress and egress, easements and rights of way, schedule of performance and development, design standards, access and site plan.

Section 5. Designation of Authorized Official/JEDC Contract Monitor. The Mayor is designated as the authorized official of the City for the purpose of executing and delivering any contracts and documents and furnishing such information, data and documents for the Redevelopment Agreement as may be required and otherwise to act as the authorized official of the City in connection with the Redevelopment Agreement, and is further authorized to designate one or more other officials of the City to exercise any of the foregoing authorizations and to furnish or cause to be furnished such information and take or cause to be taken such action as may be necessary to enable the City to implement the Redevelopment Agreement according to its terms. The JEDC is hereby required to administer and monitor the Redevelopment Agreement and to handle the City's responsibilities thereunder, including the City's responsibilities under the Redevelopment Agreement working with and supported by all relevant City departments.

Section 6. Waiver of Public Investment Policy.  The following requirements of the Public Investment Policy adopted by City Council Resolution 2006-119-A are hereby waived: that the Project have prior approval from the Historic Preservation Division of the Planning and Community Development Department, that the Project score a minimum of 10 points on the downtown objective of the JEDC Project Evaluation Matrix (the “PEM”), that the amount of City assistance be no more than the lesser of $1,000,000 or 20% of the proposed private capital, that grants are to be limited to 50% of City assistance, that grant funds can only be used for exterior rehabilitation and restoration and that the amount of grant assistance is determined by the project’s score on the PEM. The waiver is justified due to the fact that the Project will result in the protection of two buildings with great historical value to the City and will consolidate the City’s archival history into one central location. 
Section 7. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature. 

Form Approved:


/s/ Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Juliana Rowland
G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2011\ord\JEDC - JHS Legislation v01 (Historic Preservation).doc
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A RESOLUTION OF, THE JACKSONVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION (“JEDC”) SUPPORTING A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT
(“AGREEMENT”) AMONG THE JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
(“COMPANY™), THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE (“CITY”) AND THE JEDC,
REQUESTING THE CITY COUNCIL TO ENACT LEGISLATION APPROVING A
DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR MATCHING HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND
REVITALIZATION TRUST FUND GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF UP TO $250,000;
WAIVING THE JEDC PUBLIC INVESTMENT POLICY AS IT PERTAINS TO THE
HPTF GRANT; AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE JEDC, OR
HIS DESIGNEE, TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER DOCUMENTS AND TAKE FURTHER
ACTION TO EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSE OF THIS RESOLUTION; PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Company proposes to purchase the St. Lukes Hospital and the Florida Casket
Company Building located at 314 and 318 Palmetto Street; and

WHEREAS, the Company will utilize the buildings as its historical archives; and

WHEREAS, the JEDC has considered the Company’s request and determined that an HPTF
Grant will allow the Company to purchase the buildings; and

WHEREAS, the JEDC does hereby find and determine that the Project is consistent with the
goals of the City in that the Project will, among other things, help preserve a local historic
landmark;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Jacksonville Economic Development
Commission:

Section 1. The JEDC finds that the recitals set forth above are true and correct and are
incorporated herein by this reference.

Section 2. The JEDC recommends and requests the City Council to enact legislation to
authorize a dollar for dollar matching HPTF Grant in the amount of up to $250,000 in
accordance with the Project Summary and Agreement attached, subject to such changes and
modifications as deemed necessary by the JEDC and City Council. Any changes to such
documents deemed necessary by JEDC staff or the City Council that do not increase the JEDC's
costs are hereby authorized without the need for further approval by the JEDC.

Section 4. The Executive Director of the JEDC, or his designee, is hereby authorized to
execute and deliver, for and on behalf of the JEDC, the Agreement and such other documents
necessary or appropriate to effectuate the purpose of this resolution and take, or cause to be
taken, for and on behalf of the JEDC, such further action to effectuate the purpose of this
resolution.
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Section 5. Incentives apbroved by the JEDC or any other board or agency of the City are n
binding upon either the JEDC or the City until such time as there is an executed Agreeme
between the parties.

Section 6. This resolution shall become effective upon its approval by the JEDC this 13
day of January, 2011.

WITNESS: éell¢ Economic Dev, "kznen
JsI0n
W 24

Abstained:_ Q

VOTE: In Favor: ‘"\ Opposed:

Exhibit 1
Resolution
January 13, 2011
Page 2 of 2
. OFFICE OF THE MAYOR ©,

City of Jacksonville, Florida

EBUDGET ORDINANCE DTRANSFER DIRECTIVE REQUEST NUMBER BT i-04Y 3
To: Date Rec'd. - Date Fwd. _—~ Approvad Disapproved
Department Head
Mayor's Office JAN 24 201 Mf
Kpm Accounting D% /"/8’// N //(5/.{/ /@(’*—M N\ /N
7%(\l)\audgetmvision A //17/7) %//’”/M}é / / ///
\
DATE OF ACTION BY MAYOR AN 24 2011 APPROVED L/Q‘”t’ N
Transfer From: FundlDepart;nentJDivlsIonIActIvIty JEDC/Downtown Historic Preservation & Rsvltalizatio-{
Amount

Account Title Downtown Historic Preservation Project/Pro. De(.s E e/o -7 g - 0 ‘

Account No. JEJE7S5ADHP-08301 Grant/Gr. Det. $250,000.00
o~ PTrAtuwd pagccts Travshers Tu

Account Title ‘ T-/elylofﬂ\77£ﬂ 33/72 P Project/Pro. Det. TBD jEéﬂ?? ’0 Z

Account No. Q Grant/Gr. Det. ‘ 259,004.00
Account Title APPROVED BY: Project/Pro. Det.
Account No. MAYOR’S BIIDGE Franticr. pet.
REVIEW COMMITTER TOTAL s uer smoommoo
Transfar To: DATE _Eundmananmenlltfminnmmmw JEDC/Downtown Historic Preservation & Revitalization

AccountTitle ~ Downtown Historic Preservation  ProjectiPro.pet. TBD JEGOTF — 02

Account No. JEJE75ADHP-08301 Grant/Gr. Det. $250,000.00
wom Ivtratuvd Project Travstes Dyt

Account Title TKﬂ“P30775A OQIQZP Project/Pro. Det. j'EE o7 8'— 0 I 4154000.00

Account No. g Grant/Gr. Det.

Account Title Project/Pro. Det.
Account No. Grant/Gr. Det.
Jotr/ S0, cav.e0
TOTAL $ wed 250,000.00
PURPOSE:

The Jacksonville Historical Society is seeking a dollar for dollar matching grant from the Historic Preservation and Revitalization Trust
Fund to enable them to purchase two historic |Id|ngs in downtown, Old St. Lukes Hospital and the Florida Casket Company Building.

DIVISION CHIEF DATE INITIATED 01/13/2011
PREPAREDBY  Jorina Jolly PHONE NUMBER 630-5914
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Jacksonville Economic Development Commission
Downtown Development

Jacksonville Historical Society
St. Luke’s Hospital and the Florida Casket Company Building
Project Summary — January 13, 2011

Company:  Jacksonville Historical Society (JHS)
317 A Philip Randolph Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
Jerry Spinks, President

Executive Summary
The Old St. Luke’s Hospital (1878) and Florida Casket Company (1882) are owned by the

Arthritis Foundation, Florida Chapter. Old St. Luke’s is an officially designated local landmark
and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Florida Casket Company is eligible
for designation as a local landmark.

The Jacksonville Historical Society is requesting assistance from the Historic Preservation and
Revitalization Trust Fund for the purchase of these two buildings in an amount not to exceed
$250,000. JHS has estimated that the renovations to the buildings will cost approximately
$1,250,000. The renovation will preserve these two historic buildings and will consolidate the
society’s archives in one facility.

Old St. Luke’s Hospital was restored through the efforts of the late Congressman Charles
Bennett in the 1980’s. The first and second floors of this building are ready for use pending
replacement of HVAC equipment. The Florida Casket Company, a three story former factory,
requires full restoration for use.

Organization Background

In the spring of 1929, a small group of Jacksonville citizens met to discuss the organization of a
local historical society. In order to stimulate interest, invitations were sent to several hundred
Jacksonville residents. These invitations stated that the name of the organization would be The
Jacksonville Historical Society, and that the first meeting would be held in the Carling (later the
Roosevelt) Hotel on May 3, 1929. All who joined the society at or before that meeting would be
deemed charter members. As a result of these efforts, over two hundred charter members were
enrolled by the evening set for the first meeting. Today, society membership exceeds one
thousand and the organization’s approximately ten meetings a year are open to all, regardless of
membership.

During the past 80 years, the society has featured a regular program series that highlighted and
explored Jacksonville and North Florida history. Even in the organization’s earliest years, the
mission included the collection of rare and important documents, maps, journals, photos, images
and other items pertinent to Jacksonville’s unique history. The society also began publishing a
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scholarly journal and books on local history, and in more recent years has published a series of
award-winning local history “coffee-table” books, largely from its own archival resources.

In 1994, the Jacksonville Historical Society embarked on its most ambitious project, the
restoration of the former St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church building at Duval Street and A. Philip
Randolph Boulevard. Under the leadership of Matt Carlucci, the society began a million dollar
fund raising campaign to restore the building that many had thought was impossible to save. The
money was raised, and on April 10, 1998, the completion of the restoration was celebrated. The
1888 Old St. Andrew’s, a National Register Site, became the new and highly visible
headquarters of the Jacksonville Historical Society.

Within a year, the society embarked on another ambitious restoration project — the relocation and
restoration of the historic James E. Merrill House. The Merrill House restoration, completed in
2006, is now one of the finest Victorian-era house museums in the South.

The Jacksonville Historical Society leases Old St. Andrew’s and the Merrill House from the City
of Jacksonville and uses the properties to promote Jacksonville history. The Historical Society
raised approximately two million dollars between 1994 and 2006 for the restoration and reuse of
these city owned properties.

The society is now embarking another major project, the acquisition and restoration of Old St.
Luke’s Hospital and the Florida Casket Company. The Jacksonville Historical Society desires to
purchase St. Luke’s Hospital and the Florida Casket Company at Palmetto and Duval Streets to
develop these facilities as a center for a Jacksonville history. The new history center at the
complex will enable the society to consolidate its burgeoning and scattered archive collection,
provide facilities for an established local genealogy society and provide a much needed space for
the preservation, exhibition, and study of all aspects of the history of Jacksonville and Northeast
Florida.

Project Parameters:
= [Estimated Investment: The Jacksonville Historical Society estimates that the renovation of

St. Luke’s Hospital and the Florida Casket Company Building will represent a $1,250,000
investment.

Land and Buildings $ 575,000
Building Renovations $1.250.000
Total $1,825,000

= Public Investment and Rationale: The Jacksonville Historical Society is requesting
assistance from the JEDC through the use of the Historic Preservation and Revitalization
Trust Fund. JHS currently has a lease-to-purchase agreement for the acquisition of the two
historic buildings and is seeking a dollar for dollar match towards the purchase price of the
building up to a maximum of $250,000. The remaining dollars for the purchase of the
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property will come from donations from the Jacksonville community. The JHS has already
secured almost $100,000 in pledges and cash.

= Clawbacks: The HPTF program has an established clawback relating to the sale of the
buildings. If JHS were to sell or lease the property the full amount of the HPTF Grant would
have to be repaid

Project Site:

= St. Luke’s Hospital and the Florida Casket Company Building are located at the corner of
Duval and Palmetto Streets in Downtown at 314 and 318 Palmetto Street respectively. The
site is located in Council District 7, represented by Councilmember Dr. Johnny Gaffney.

=  Community Service Commitment:
A summary of the programs, projects and other community activities of the Jacksonville
Historical Society are presented in Attachment A.

= Public Purpose: The project supports the flowing objectives of the JEDC Strategic Plan and
the Public Investment Policy by preserving a local historic landmark.

Requested Action
Recommend the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission authorize the introduction of

legislation to the Jacksonville City Council which approves the utilization of Historic
Preservation and Revitalization Trust Fund monies in an amount not to exceed $250,000 to be
used for purchase of the St. Luke’s Hospital and the Florida Casket Company Building.
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Jacksonville Historical Society mission:
The mission of the Jacksonville Historical Society is to foster and promote the appreciation of
the history of Jacksonville and Northeast Florida by collecting, preserving, presenting, and

interpreting that history for the benefit and education of its members, the public and future
generations.

A chronological overview of Jacksonville Historical Society:

1929 Founded at the Carling hotel on the 28™ anniversary of the Great Fire, the society
implements an “80-year” speaker series.

1948 Begins publishing a scholarly journal on topics relating to area history continuing
irregularly through 1996; begins placing historical markers throughout the city.

1967 Begins its long collaboration with Jacksonville University pursuing, arguably, its most
important task, to archive the city’s history.

1977 Publishes the book by John P. Ingle, Aviation's Earliest Years in Jacksonville and
makes available to Ft. Caroline National Memorial, a series of articles that continues in
bound format.

1993 Begins offering tours throughout the city.

1994 Opens the Jacksonville Historical Center on the Southbank Riverwalk.

1996 Hosts the Florida Historical Society’s annual meeting. Breaks ground on the million
dollar restoration of Old St. Andrews.

1997 Coordinates a series of pivotal events for City Hall at St. James grand opening, including
free public tours; the installation of a permanent photo exhibit on the building’s first

floor; and the creation of an exhibit room in the historic building.

1998 Dedicates and opens Old St. Andrew’s as society headquarters, a million dollar
restoration project and a National Register Site.

1999 Creates a partnership with the city to save and restore the James E. Merrill House.

2000 Launches Preservation Celebration to celebrate individuals who made significant
contributions to city history, including Charles E. Bennett and Camilla Thompson.
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2001 Partners with the City of Jacksonville to commemorate Jacksonville’s 1901 Fire; society
creates trolley tours for thousands and collaborates with WICT on PBS hour-long Great
Fire documentary film. Unveils historic site marker commemorating the Great Fire and
presents original Great Fire multimedia stage performance at the Ritz Theatre, adjacent to
fire’s origin.

2001 Publishes the first in a series of large format “award-winning” books; the 232 page book
is simply entitled, The Great Fire of 1901. Also creates the 127 page book, Jacksonville
in Vintage Postcards.

2002 Sponsors a Civil Rights historic site marker and partners with the National Conference
for Community and Justice for the unveiling event in Hemming Park.

2002 Presents special program, Saving Jacksonville’s Most Extraordinary Corner, highlighting the
architectural and historical significance of the buildings at Laura and Forsyth streets. Stages
program and reception to celebrate the acquisition of the Leah Mary Cox Collection -
4,000 plus glass plate negatives featuring 19™ century Jacksonville.

2003 Publishes a highly revised and reformatted masterwork by Robert C. Broward, The
Architecture of Henry John Kilutho: The Prairie School in Jacksonville. Also begins a
dedicated collection of dimensional objects and furnishings for Merrill House Museum.

2004 Acquires a major collection, numbering in the tens of thousands, of Jacksonville area
photographs and images. Acquires collection on noted local African-American, Joseph E.
Lee. Places an historic site marker at the riverfront regarding the Union Transport Ship, The
Maple Leaf.

2005 Releases its largest and most important book, The Jacksonville Family Album, a 433 page
large format pictorial history of the city; also publishes the 241 page book, First Coast
Steamboat Days recounting St. Johns River steamboat history.

2005 Holds grand opening of the Merrill Museum House, a $ 600,000 restoration project; thousands
tour the interpretive Eastlake Victorian adjacent to society headquarters.

2007 Collaborates on the book, Jacksonville Revisited, published the same year.

2008 Releases its first major film; the Emmy-winning film presents the compelling story of
local news photographer Rocco Morabito and his Pulitzer Prize winning photo, The Kiss
of Life. Also, at year’s end presents the film on broadcast television.

2009 Begins a Jacksonville history film project with planned completion in spring 2009. Also
implements Mayors’ oral history project, professionally filming oral history interviews with past
Mayor's of the City of Jacksonville. Secures a grant to professionally capture Stories of the Home
Front; this project is unique in concept - gathering stories of Jacksonville during WWII from
citizens who soon will be lost to us.

Exhibit 3
Exhibit A Proj. Summary
Page 2 of 4 January 13, 2011

Page 5 of 7
Major programs of the Jacksonville Historical Society:

Jacksonville Historical Society Archives and Research Program: This vital program oversees
tens of thousands of items, including but not limited to photographs, diaries, rare maps, books,
and film related to city history. The research program offers free public use of the materials with
an on-site 20 hour a week employee (and volunteers) dedicated to assisting individuals, the media,
business, government, and researchers--from children to doctorial candidates--in pursuit of
historical data and images.

Society Collection Program: In this on-going activity, thousands of items related to
Jacksonville history--many that would be lost to the city---are collected, stabilized, and
catalogued with the goal of digitization and document placement in a museum software program.

Society Speaker Series and Special Events: An annual speaker and event series, with ten or more
programs relating to area history, the series, Exploring Jacksonville’s Past: Passions and
Personalities, begins in September and runs through June. The program is free and open to the
public.

Film Production and Publishing Program: The society’s first film production in 2008,
gamered an Emmy and other top awards. A 2010 film production was completed and aired on
PBS in August. A film on city history is currently in production. The society is also publisher of
five major books and numerous scholarly journals from earlier years. Currently, two book
publications are underway, a major work on the Broward Family in Florida and a book on the life
of Fred Schultz.

Society Oral History Program: The active oral history program is diverse, but subject driven.
The program secures professional oral histories with Jacksonville mayors; interviews with major
players in the city’s Consolidation movement; filmed stories of the city’s home front during
WWII; and more.

Tours, School and Group Presentations: This active program provides the popular school and
summer camp “Hart of Jacksonville” tours and group and school presentations on diverse topics
of city history; underserved populations participate free of charge. Through this program, adult
groups, clubs and organizations are also served onsite at the society or offsite at selected
locations. Thousands are served annually.

Merrill Museum House Tours: The museum house offers a “walk through history a century
ago” at the fully restored and furnished Eastlake Victorian. Tours are offered Wednesdays and
Thursdays, extended holiday hours, and by appointment for groups.

Historic Preservation Program: This awareness program includes the society’s Top Ten
Endangered Sites List formulated through research and evaluation; the list is released to the
media annually in electronic format and by press conference.
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Recent Awards and Recognition for the Jacksonville Historical Society:

Historic Preservation Commission 2009 Overall Service Award to the Jacksonville Historical
Society for 80 years of preserving the city’s history.

Award for the Best Public Affairs Television Program in Florida presented May 2009 from
the Florida Society of Professional Journalists for the society’s film, The Kiss of Life aired in
November 2008.

Three additiona! 2009 awards frem the Historic Preservation Commission for Jacksonville’s
Most Endangered Sites Program; for producing the documentary film The Kiss of Life; and for
outstanding contributions related to events to highlight the city’s 40™ anniversary of
Consolidation.

Florida Humanities Council’s most prestigious award for restoration and interpretation of the
James E. Merrill History House, May 2008.

Award-winning book publications for a book series that serves as a permanent point of pride
for the city and its citizens.

Full house audiences at the 2008-09 lecture series.

Million dollar restoration of Old St. Andrews, a National Register Site, that was saved by the
society from the ravages of abandonment and serves as an active program site.

The Jacksonville Historical Society offers programming to the community through
numerous programs and activities. Some are listed below:

e The Website creates 24 hour, seven days a week free access to a mammoth variety city
history information. This material serves scholars, students, and the curious. New in
2009 is the streaming of The Jacksonville History Show.

e The regularly televised Jacksonville History Show is filmed monthly at Comcast Cable
studios and features diverse topics and guests.

e Customized programs are offered to diverse groups, clubs, schools and neighborhoods
on diverse areas of city history without charge.

e An annual speakers’ series with a minimum of eight to ten programs annually is offered
free to the public.

e The James E. Merrill Museum House is open approximately 120 days a year for public tours, not
including scheduled groups; thousands of children enjoyed free tours in 2008-09; and tours are
offered for requested and unmonitored donations.

o Tens of thousands of photographs and documents in the society’s archival repository are
available free to the public 20 hours a week.
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